
 Welcome to 2018! Our fall semester flew by, and we are all ready to take on 

the next 90 days of spring semester. This semester will hold many things for our 

Owls and their families. Our Family Fun Night is scheduled for Friday, January 26th, 

and when we say fun, we mean fun! This event is hosted by our PTO and they put in 

a lot of work to offer an enjoyable evening for our students and families. Put this 

event on your family calendar now:) I look forward to having fun together! 

 Fall semester ended our second 9-weeks and report cards will be arriving 

home on Friday, January 12th. Winter NWEA reports will be included. I have been so 

excited to hear many students discussing their NWEA growth from fall to winter! We 

encourage and expect our students to take ownership of their learning and their data 

by keeping track of their own academic growth. NWEA gives us a great read on what 

students are successfully learning, as well as what areas we need to still emphasize in 

our instruction. I encourage you to discuss your students’ NWEA reports with them. 

The reports are broken down into the areas of reading and math and show how your 

student has done in each. This is a great opportunity to praise your student for their 

hard work and also a chance to pick one area that you can help your child with at 

home. If you need any resources for this, please let me know! 

 January holds DIBELS assessments for our kindergarten-second grade stu-

dents.  These assessments measure students’  individual growth since the beginning 

of the year in foundational reading skills. The information gained from DIBELS as-

sessments are vital for our teachers and allows them to see what skills students have 

mastered versus what skills students need more practice with. One way to come 

alongside your student with reading is to read to them or with them as much as possi-

ble. Reading together or to a student allows them to learn new vocabulary they may 

not be able to read by themselves and it also allows them to hear how others read. It 

also teaches students the importance of reading and how fun it can be! 

 As I end this newsletter blurb, I need to touch on a few housekeeping items. 

If your student is a car rider in the morning, please drop them off in the back of the 

school off of Clark St. We have had several parents parking in the front of the school 

and dropping students off in the administration parking lot. With the darkness of the 

morning, and our buses arriving and leaving at different times, this can be a very dan-

gerous situation. It is causing quite a bit of congestion in the administration parking 

lot as well. If you wish to walk your student to the building, you may park in the big 

parking lot off of Clark Street and walk with your student through the crosswalk. Al-

so, if you are dropping off students in the back of the school, please follow the line 

protocol set by our teachers who monitor drop-offs. Student safety is our top priority 

and these guidelines help to ensure that. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

From the Nest, 

Mrs. Sargent 

Northwood Principal 

A Word From Our Principal, Mrs. Sargent 

Dates to Remember 

 1/8— Staff Work Day 

 1/9—School Resumes—2nd 

Semester begins 

 1/15—Martin Luther King 

Day—NO SCHOOL  

 1/16—Northwood PTO 
Meeting—6:30 p.m. in the 

Cafeteria 

 1/26—Northwood PTO Fam-

ily Fun Night—6—8 p.m. 
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Whether you think 

you can or whether 

you think you can’t, 

you’re right. 

 

Henry Ford 

~ 



It is hard to believe that we are starting a new calendar year.  I posted 12 new chapters and 365 new 

moments on my Facebook page this January 1st!  It is up to you to make them count!!!  I have reread 

some of John Rosemond’s thoughts and wish to share some of them with you for your consideration.  

“My children come first” may be a statement you have heard from the mouth of a well-meaning parent, 

or maybe has been spoken by your very own lips.  I find Dr. Rosemond’s words very interesting…he 

feels if you wish to make raising children difficult, put your child first in the family.  You will guarantee 

that they will become manipulative, demanding and unappreciative of anything and everything you do 

for them.  A pretty strong statement I know, but think about it.  Have we elevated children to a position 

of being the central figure in the family unit?  Dr. Rosemond suggests that the more child-centered the 

American family has become, the more demanding and self-centered American children have become 

and therefore the more demanding the task of raising children has become.  It further guarantees the 

ultimate unhappiness of your children; because true happiness is achieved ONLY by accepting respon-

sibility for one’s self, not by being led to believe that someone else is responsible for you!  So, do we as 

parents become “selfish” and take care of ourselves first?!  Consider this: You can’t supply anyone 

else’s “warehouse” of needs unless your own is fully stocked.  Dr. Rosemond also prescribes that you 

must, for your children’s sake as well as your own, give yourself permission to be creatively selfish.  

Only then will you have “inventory” enough to share with your kids and others.  Note:  Having a parent-

centered family does not mean you ignore the needs of your children, you are just more cautious of the 

priority they take!  Dr. Rosemond’s always challenges me to think a little deeper about life and my ac-

tions.  If you would like to read further about this, you may borrow his book from me at school or the 

public library.  I hope you might consider these thoughts as you begin a new year and help your chil-

dren learn how to create their own happiness!  Please be sure that you do give them a portion of your 

attention and time though as I believe that is a part of your parenting responsibility!   

      Mrs. Paris, School Counselor 
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Happenings at Northwood 

Report Cards—Report cards will go home  on Friday, January 12th.  Please look for them in your child’s book bag.   

 

Clinic News—It is flu season.  As most of you are aware, the flu is in full swing.  You can help your student avoid the bug with good hand 

washings practices.  Have your child wash their hands often, especially after doing group activities where they may be handling game 

pieces, etc. that many others have touched.  When soap and water are not available, have them use hand sanitizer.  All of our classrooms 

have hand sanitizers available for the students use.   

 

Yearbook Sales—Yearbook sales start on Friday, January 12th and run thru Friday, January 26th.  Order envelopes will be coming home 

on the 12th.  Yearbook may be ordered on-line if you prefer.  The instructions for on-line ordering are on the order envelope.  We will not 

be able to accept late orders after the end of sale date.   

 

Northwood PTO Family Fun Night—Northwood PTO will be sponsoring and family fun night at Northwood on Friday, January 26th from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. at the school.  Come out and bring the family for some fun filled activities.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Ponderings by Paris . . . . . . . .  Our School Counselor 
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